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The Fragmented Subjectivity
: Transformations and Meanings of First-Person Expressions in Yi Sang's Japanese Poetry

This study examines the fragmentation of the modern subject in Yi Sang’s Japanese
poetry through the transformation of first-person expressions. Focusing on twenty-eight
poems published in Joseon and Architecture (Chosen to Kenchiku) between 1931 and 1932,
it analyzes the shifting uses of “Ore (f&),” “ore (#41),” and “ORE (#+)” to reveal how these
linguistic variations transcend mere stylistic choice and function as poetic devices that
visualize the process of subjective division and reconstruction.

The use of Ore primarily articulates a self-consciousness constituted through the
encounter with the other, whereas ore in hiragana signifies an ontological self-awareness
framed by the modern spatiotemporal order. In contrast, ORE in katakana embodies a
proliferating subject capable of simultaneous existence within an infinitely expanding
temporality defined by light and velocity. Taken together, these variations of the
first-person pronoun illuminate Yi Sang’s poetic exploration of fragmented subjectivity
and his attempt to reconstruct the modern self beyond its conventional boundaries.

The transformation of these first-person expressions reflects the linguistic and
cultural hybridity of colonial Korea, where Japanese served both as an imposed and
creative medium. Yi Sang’s fractured subjectivity thus cannot be reduced to a personal
or psychological condition; rather, it reveals the crisis of self-identity under the historical
condition of colonial modernity. His poetic practice exposes the instability of the speaking
“I”, caught between languages, cultures, and temporalities, thereby redefining the
modern subject within the context of Korean colonial literature.

Keywords Yi Sang(#7%), Subjectivity (i), First-Person Expression(—AFr#H), Japanese-
Language Literature(H AGESC%), Joseon and Architecture(Tsffif & w5 ,)
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