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Objectives: This study seeks to examined the longitudinal patterns in life satisfaction among multicultural
adolescents in Korea and explore the presence of distinguishable latent trajectory groups.

Methods: Data were obtained from the fourth to sixth waves of the Multicultural Youth Panel Study conducted
by the Korea Youth Policy Institute. After removing incomplete responses, a total of 1,316 cases were analyzed.
Growth Mixture Modeling was utilized to identify distinct life satisfaction trajectory classes, followed by
multinomial logistic regression to examine predictors of class membership based on individual and cultural
factors.

Results: Three key findings were obtained. First, the average life satisfaction steadily declined throughout the
middle school years. Second, three latent trajectory classes were identified: “low-level ascending group,”
“average maintenance type group,” and “high-level declining group.” Third, variables such as gender,
depressive symptoms, ego-resilience, self-esteem, and multicultural acceptance significantly predicted group
membership

Conclusion: This study highlights the heterogeneous nature of life satisfaction development among
multicultural adolescents and identifies relevant psychological and cultural predictors for each group. These
findings underscore the importance of designing tailored intervention strategies that reflect the distinct needs
of each class. These insights can inform the creation of targeted, evidence-based programs aimed at
enhancing the emotional and psychological well-being of multicultural youth in Korea. This study identified
potential classes that determine the life satisfaction of multicultural youth and the psychological and cultural
factors related to each class.
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Figure 1. Research model.
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Table 1
Demographic Characteristics of Study Participants
Division n (%)
Children Gender Male 648 (49.2)
Female 668 (50.8)
Mother Mother's age 29 years old or younger 21 (1.6)
(n = 1,301) 30-39 years old 431 (32.8)
40-49 years old 779 (59.2)
50 years old or older 70 (5.3)
M (SD) 41.52 (5.18)
Mother's education High school graduate or lower 755 (58.0)
(n = 1,301) 2.3 years of graduation 336 (25.5)
4 year graduation 203 (15.4)
Graduate school or higher 7 (.5)
Mother's country of origin Korea 42 (3.2)
(n = 1,301) China (Han, other ethnic groups) 90 (6.8)
China (Korean) 238 (18.1)
Vietnam 34 (2.6)
Philippines 335 (25.5)
Japan 448 (34.0)
Thailand 51 (3.9)
Etc 63 (4.8)
Father Father's age 29 years old or younger 1 (1)
(n = 1,236) 30-39 years old 58 (4.4)
40-49 years old 811 (61.6)
50 years old or older 366 (27.8)
M (SD) 47.14 (4.66)
Father's education High school graduate or lower 1,021 (82.6)
(n = 1,236) 2.3 years of graduation 84 (6.4)
4 year graduation 121 (9.2)
Graduate school or higher 10 (.8)
Father's country of origin Korea 1,193 (90.7)
(n = 1,236) China (Han, other ethnic groups) 2 (.2)
China (Korean) 1 (1)
Vietnam 2 (2)
Philippines 5 (4)
Japan 17 (1.3)
Thailand 16 (1.2)
Family Household income Etc 214.93 (102.3)

(monthly average)

Note. N = 1,316.
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T 3.052 HESF 49 419 T2 L7} X|£&2 0 7 o}
Aok thEsl Pade] ko] wEE w2y A u2
¥, A17]8 Zjo]7} BA|H 0.5 SIHTHE - 5177, p < 001).

thEst Yol 4o wEE SoeE
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so) wEme] WA W P K3 A8 A

S5 270004 AlFFs] dAKoZ FIHAIZIH EEo] A3
EE vjustent. o] oA = AIC, BIC, & H7] 274

Table 2
Mean and Standard Deviation of Life Satisfaction of Multicultural Youth

Variables 4th 5th 6th F
Life satisfaction 3.22 (.59) 3.15 (.62) 3.05 (.59) 51.77"

Note. N = 1,316.
55 < 001,
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YEIHT o= 3415 Eyo] AHA g ¢ 1HEstHA
o] Ert dg ANAT ofgd RE wHo
Entropy S¢X]+= .90 o402, B79] A7}t £9rom,

Table 3

Jo and Bang 62

LMR-LRT % BLRT $-4 27 94| 2 A% o] o] 5
4o §olugt £577} 0|20l 58S 3

FolAE 7 Aol A ol A AA 4% ol &
2 A efok shAjo] et Hopom, £ AAY 5%
Hjeel Aghe Aol A gshs Ao] ¥

RE S = R .

7} A4 5| ek (Hong, 2022). £ QoA 4749] ZAAS
% 71 &t Aeo] swe] 7120 lgstel, o 712
TS BAL 37 A% Bl A s Relstoct. ok 4
54 Aol 3 49 AAYS SRR Dot

Criteria for Group Classification by Sub-Dimension of Cultural Adaptation Stress in Multicultural Youth

Number LMR-LRT Class size proportion
of class AIC BIC saBIC Entropy p-value BLRT 1 2 3 4
1 — — — 1.00
2 6328.104  6385.687 6350.745 942 .007 .000 .85 .15
3 1339.387  1396.393 1361.451 907 .002 .000 .10 .13 77
4 1108.601 1181.154 1136.683 923 .002 .000 .05 .10 74 11

Note. N = 1,316. As the number of hierarchies increased, the AIC, BIC, and saBIC values decreased, and the entropy was all over .90, indicating

high classification accuracy. The three-layer model was determined to be the most appropriate when considering statistical fit and interpretability.

Table 4

The Average and Number of Cases of Group Types by Subdimension of Life Satisfaction of Multicultural Youth
Division n (%) 4th 5th 6th

Layer 1. Low-level ascending group 92 (6.99) 2.01 (.35) 2.47 (.68) 2.43 (.56)

Layer 2. High-level declining group 473 (35.94) 3.89 (.17) 3.50 (.55) 3.34 (.56)

Layer 3. Average maintenance type group 751 (57.07) 2.95 (.22) 3.01 (.53) 2.94 (.51)

Note. N = 1,316.
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Figure 2. Changes in adolescents’ life satisfaction by latent class.
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%31 %
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Table 5

o
A
Ql

=

H8] T4z shehg ekol 43 ZH54o] 134
°© A 0.8 UERITHOR = 1.34)
M AN 98 S50] &S
001) “BE A AR AE 4
IS OF 15H] o4 ZIAAITIE e o W B

A
o

blH‘ ™,

o

A= ATHOR = 15.47). BFH 9-20] F23=(B =

001), ‘B SAY APHot ‘a42 slehy Jobo) &3

7b=Ao] ok 0.184] L2 A0 = UERITHOR = .18). Ao}

EF0] FEFF(B =-59, p < .05) AFE AT JAE

of & 7Fs4dol o 0.588) WIL(OR = .58), AoFEF 0]

=255(B =131, p < 001) 142 oty Aol &8k
o

7Fs/do] oF 3.718 F7Fot= A2 UEFHTHOR = 3.71).
Aottt AA| FARE A EO# IS TE(B=-149,p
< .01) ‘AL A5Y Ao £3 74l 9F 0.238] &

I(OR = 23), 2252 (B = 1.74, p < .001) ‘153 51y
Aebo] &35 7154 0] 9F 5,708 &2 2 0 & YEFGTHOR
= 5.70). 23} B QRloA = S7HEAIE ol ¥ A
(B =-79, p < .01) ‘AeE A5Y Jobof £ 7HsA40]
oF 0.458) W2 A o= WEFHIL(OR = 45), THE8ke-8-4d 0]
ESTE(B = .33, p < .05) ALE Y Jo] £ 7t
gol oF 1.408] 2 A2 &2 UEFHTHOR = 1.40). 3HH,

= S8t EHE, =olsE S 49 HEE
@ 2t Foulgt 2po] & HolA] gkoktt.

Predictors of Life Satisfaction Types Among Multicultural Youth

Low-level ascending group

High-level declining group

Variables B (SE) Odds ratio B (SE) Odds ratio

General characteristics

Multicultural youth gender (0 = Male) -67 (29) S1 33 (.16) 1.34

Income level (0 =low income) -.00 (.00) 1.00 .00 (.00) 1.39
Personal factors of multicultural youth

Melancholy 2.74 (.36)" 15.47 -1.71 (197 18

Self-esteem -.59 (.32) .58 1.31(.19)" 3.71

Ego resilience -1.49 (.44)" 23 1.74(23)" 5.70

Bicultural acceptance attitude .81 (.46) 2.26 .37 (.23) 1.45

National identity -79(23)" 45 01(.13) 1.01

Multicultural acceptance -.07 (.32) 93 33 (15) 1.40

Korean language ability .11 (.27) 1.12 .04 (.20) 1.04

Note. N = 1,316. Results based on the average maintenance group. Types of life satisfaction. In predicting the type of life satisfaction, depression,
self-esteem, and ego-resilience were shown to be significant influencing factors in both the lower and upper groups, and in particular, depression

showed the greatest influence, increasing the likelihood of belonging to the lower group by 15.47 times. Gender, national identity, and multicultural

acceptance also showed significant differences in some groups.
<05 p<.01, p<.001.
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